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1 1Vcalibre firing a million shells daily, the British early this morning
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"launetd a general offensive against the Germans along a twenty-mil- front

north f Somme,

They succeeded in taking the German front line of trenches and In

capturinffKTia.njcni.aJ1 ' . c

The French, ou the Uritish riRht, co operated In I hi? attack.
When the last dispatches were received t ho fight ine wan mill in

progress and further success is
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was about to commence.
It in stated that KtiRland had two million men equipped and trained in

preparation of the supremo effort to break Hie Herman lines.

The preliminary bombardments extended over the front ninely miles
In length.
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Tho Allies are now on the offensive in practically every fild. It conies
on the heels of t he Itusian drive to tlulh ia and Ilukowina.

On the Italian front the Central powers have met severe reverses.
The Italians are driving the Austrian from position after position.

The French defense at Verdun also appears to he greatly stiffened and

the balance of battle there seems swayed In favor of the defenders against
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British Headquarters, Franco, July l.-- The Uritish captured the towns

of Laholselle, Serre and Motitauhan ; also Cnrlu and Faviere woods five

hours after the combined French and Uritish offensive, hcKiin.

Tho main first line trenches over the enlire front is under attack and
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CiieMer ,, Aioo.r.oii uiit.iiiii.l.iln!lIs reported being stormed.
At some points the fighting reached tho main second line.
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The reports show that the Uritish and French at the points farthest
advanced have broken through more than five miles beyond the first

German trenches.
The British are endeavoring to surround Thlpeval and other points,

lnlense struggles are under way for the towns and villages.

The reports indicate that the important German positions at Tricourt
may be cut off.

An intense strugs!'- - is in progress for the possession of Contulmaisnn

on one end of which the Hriiii.h bold the Germans. Other British troops
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are. making rapid progress behind the front lines in Germany's held

territory.
The British have taken many prisoners.
The French are advancing on the British right and arc moving with

great steadiness. After an assault they iiicl:ly con red the distance of

two kilometers beyond the German front line.
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